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us ... whoever is pure not only from
all defilement, but from what are regarded
as lesser transgressions, let him be boldly
initiated in the Mysteries of Jesus, which
properly are made known only to the holy
and the pure." Hence also, ere the cere-
mony of Initiation began, he who acts as
Initiator, according to the precepts of
Jesus, the Hierophant, made the signifi-
cant proclamation " to those who have
been purified in heart : He, whose soul
has, for a long time, been conscious of no
evil, especially since he yielded himself
to the healing of the Word, let such a
one hear the doctrines which were spoken
in private by Jesus to His genuine
disciples/' This was the opening of the
"initiating those who were already purified
into the sacred Mysteries/'1 Such only
might learn the realities of the unseen
worlds, and might enter into the sacred
precincts where, as of old, angels were
the teachers, and where knowledge was
given by sight and not only by words.
It is impossible not to be struck with
the different tone of these Christians from

1 Ibid., ch. be.